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4 VAC 15-250. GAME: FALCONRY

4 VAC 15-250-10. Definitions.

4 VAC 15-250-20. Permit conditions.

4 VAC 15-250-30. Classes of permits.

4 VAC 15-250-40. Transportation and temporary holding.
4 VAC 15-250-50. Marking.

4 VAC 15-250-60. Taking of raptors.

4 VAC 15-250-70. Possession of raptors.

4 VAC 15-250-80. Season for raptor hunting.

4 VAC 15-250-90. Sunday hunting.

4 VAC 15-250-100. Out of season, wrong species or sex, Kills by raptors.
4 VAC 15-250-110. Reports by permit holders; inspections.

SUMMARY::

The proposal is to update Virginia’s falconry regulations to improve consistency with new
federal falconry regulations and to provide expanded opportunities to take falcons from the wild.
Staff’s final recommendation is to not adopt the proposal as advertised, but to adopt it as
modified.

FINAL RECOMMENDED LANGUAGE OF AMENDMENT:

4 \/AC 15-250-10. Befinitions- Falconry; adoption of federal standards, regulations, and
definitions.

[ As used in this chapter:

1. "Raptor"” means any hve-migratoery bird of the order Falconiformes or the order Strigiformes,
other-than-a-bald-eagle-(Haklacetusteucocephatus) including hybrids thereof. ]

The board hereby adopts the Federal definitions, requlations and standards pertaining to falconry

as contained in 50 CFR 8§ 21.3 (definitions; effective July 8, 1983, and as amended June 17,
1999; Aug. 10, 2006; Feb. 28. 2007; Aug. 20, 2007; Oct. 8, 2008; and Jan. 7, 2010) and 50 CFR
§ 21.29 (falconry standards and falconry permitting; effective October 8, 2008, and as amended
Dec. 8, 2009; Jan. 7, 2010; and Jan. 21, 2010). Pursuant to 8§ 29.1-103.12 of the Code of
Virginia, the director of the department is hereby delegated authority to propose adoption of
modifications and amendments to these Federal definitions, regulations, and standards in
accordance with the procedures of 88 29.1-501 and 29.1-502 of the Code of Virginia.
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4 VVAC 15-250-20. Permit conditions.

A. An applicant for a permit to practice falconry pursuant to § 29.1-419 of the Code of Virginia
shall submit to the department a completed application form, provided by the department and
approved by the United States Fish and Wildlife Service, including all required information
indicated on such form.

B. A permit shall not be issued before applicant has answered correctly at least 80% of the
questions on a supervised examination provided by the department and approved by the United
States Fish and Wildlife Service.

C. A permit shall not be issued or renewed unless applicant has adequate facilities and
equipment, which shall have been inspected and certified by a representative of the department
as meeting federal standards set forth in 50 CFR 21.249 [ et-seq ].

D. A person who is a nonresident of the Commonwealth may engage in falconry in Virginia
provided he possesses a valid Virginia nonresident hunting license and satisfactory evidence that
such person legally possesses the raptor and a valid falconry permit issued by the-his [ or her ]
state, tribe, or territory of residence. Such practitioners must nonetheless comply with all
applicable hunting and falconry regulations and conditions of Virginia’s Falconry Permit.
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4 VVAC 15-250-60. Taking of raptors_by nonresidents.
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—DB-—A nenresidentraptor-trapping-permit may be issued to a nonresident general or master
falconer apphicants-for the purpose of taking a raptor in Virginia, provided that his-residentstate

isa-state-listed-in-Paragraph(k),-of 50-CFR 2129 -as-a-participating stateand-his [ or her |
resident state, tribe, or territory issues nonresident falconry permits or licenses, or otherwise
provides for the taking of raptors by nonresidents. A Nnonresident applicants shall submit a copy
of a-his [ or her ] valid resident-state-falconry permit and a copy of a-his [ or her ] valid import

permlt from t-hel-l'—hIS[ or her] resident state, tribe, or territory. Nenresident-permits-shal-be
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4 VAC 15-250-80. Season ferrapter-hunting with raptors.

It shall be lawful to hunt nonmigratory game birds and game animals with raptors from October
1 through March 31, both dates inclusive.

4 VAC 15-250-90. Sunday hunting.

It shall be lawful to hunt nonmigratory game birds and game animals with raptors on Sunday.

RATIONALE:

In January 2010, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) adopted new regulations for the
practice of falconry. These regulations expand the types of raptors used and the length of the
raptor trapping season, and reduce restrictions on apprentice and general class falconers. The
federal regulations have increased the opportunity for falconers to practice their craft. Virginia
falconry regulations are now inconsistent with new federal regulations and are more restrictive,
which creates fewer opportunities for Virginia falconers to practice falconry.

The Virginia falconry regulations have not been reviewed in over twenty years, and many of the

regulations (e.g., length of trapping season, species that can be held by apprentices) limit the
opportunity for falconers to practice falconry. Further, the recent changes in the federal
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regulations create numerous discrepancies between Virginia and federal regulations. These
discrepancies could lead to confusion on the part of falconers in Virginia concerning what are
legal practices.

In August 2010, DGIF staffs met with representatives from the Virginia Falconers Association
(VFA) to review and discuss this proposal. Based on feedback from VFA members, and with
concurrence from staffs, the updated staff recommendations include further alignment with
federal regulations. In one instance, though, staffs are recommending a definition of “raptor”
that is narrower than the federal regulations, at the request of the VFA. Specifically, there are
hybrid and exotic raptors currently used in falconry that are not covered under the federal
regulations, which staffs think is a shortcoming in those regulations. Feedback from the U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service indicate that a specific lack of authority prohibits that agency from
regulating birds not included in the International Migratory Bird Treaty (e.g., hybrids, non-
migratory raptors). To address this acknowledged gap in the federal regulation, the final staff
recommendations include this more specific definition, ensuring that Virginia falconers are able
to use birds for falconry.

Copies of the current federal regulations of definitions, standards, and permitting related to
falconry are provided with this final recommendation.
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